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102–450, has designated the month of May as ‘‘Asian/Pacific American
Heritage Month.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 1996 as Asian/Pacific American
Heritage Month. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this
occasion with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenti-
eth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6893 of May 7, 1996

Mother’s Day, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
America’s mothers hold a special place in our hearts, providing the lessons
and care that have enabled generations of children to embrace the opportu-
nities of this great land. They embody the compassion, devotion, and en-
ergy that have always defined our national character, and their daily efforts
anchor our country’s commitment to the fundamental values of respect and
tolerance. Mothers impart both the strength that enables us to face our chal-
lenges and the love that comforts and sustains us.

As we honor our Nation’s mothers for past and present accomplishments,
we recognize that mothers’ roles have changed significantly in recent years.
Today, mothers are CEOs and teachers, physicians and nurses, elected offi-
cials and PTA presidents, police officers and volunteers, homemakers and
heads of households. Many serve on the front lines of the struggle against
violence and poverty. These women—problem-solvers, caregivers, and
teachers—are using their talents in every sector of our society, helping all
Americans to look forward with hope and faith in the future.

Mother’s Day has long been a welcome opportunity to celebrate mother-
hood and to remember our mothers—whether biological, foster, or adop-
tive. To reflect on all we have gained from our mothers’ guidance and to
remember their sacrifices, the Congress, by a joint resolution approved May
8, 1914 (38 Stat. 770), has designated the second Sunday in May each year
as ‘‘Mother’s Day’’ and requested the President to call for its appropriate
observance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 12, 1996, as Mother’s Day. I
urge all Americans to express their gratitude for the many contributions
made by our mothers and to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies,
activities, and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of the
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Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenti-
eth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6894 of May 13, 1996

Older Americans Month, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s high standard of living, advanced health care system, and com-
mitment to better nutrition and physical fitness have allowed millions of
our citizens the luxury of long and fulfilling lives. Because current esti-
mates indicate that one in six Americans will be 65 or older by the year
2020, our Nation faces new challenges as we seek to address the needs of
this growing population of seniors.

Fortunately, many of our older Americans—who have already led the way
in setting a sound course for our country’s future—are helping us to meet
these new challenges as well. Having lived through times of depression and
war, peace and prosperity, they have shaped our progress with their
achievements. The safety net they created—including Social Security, Med-
icare, Medicaid, and the provisions of the Older Americans Act—helps us
to honor our debt to senior citizens and ensures that Americans who have
worked hard throughout their lives can look forward to a secure retirement.

Each year, we set aside the month of May as a special time to pay tribute
to older Americans and to affirm our obligation to sustain and improve
their quality of life. The theme of this year’s observance, ‘‘Aging: A Life-
time Opportunity,’’ underscores the gifts that older people offer to our
country every day. Thanks to senior citizens, our communities are stronger,
our Nation is more diverse, and we are better prepared to meet the chal-
lenges of the next century.

As we celebrate the contributions of all those in their golden years, let us
recognize that long life is a gift we must cherish and a responsibility for
which we must prepare. With an eye toward the future and with the exam-
ple of today’s seniors firmly before us, we can prepare for a better tomor-
row for ourselves and for the generations of Americans to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 1996, as Older
Americans Month. I call upon Government officials, businesses, commu-
nities, volunteers, educators, and all the people of the United States to ac-
knowledge the contributions made by older Americans this month and
throughout the year.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of
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